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CARLIN CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CARLIN, STATE OF NEVADA

REGULAR MEETING
CARLIN CITY HALL

101 SOUTH EIGHTH STREET
CARLIN, NEVADA

December 10, 2014, 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order and Roll Call:
Mayor Cliff Eklund called the meeting of the City Council to order at 7:00 p.m.
Council Members Present:  Mayor Cliff Eklund

Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner
Councilperson Jay Duke
Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield

                                    Absent: Councilperson Bob DeMars
1. Administrative Staff:  City Manager David Jones , City C lerk LaDawn Lawson, Public Works 

Director Carlos Esparza, Police Chief Bill Bauer, Dennis Fobes
2. Present:  Martin Hockett,  Jim Brown,  Karla Jones, Laura Eklund, Jon Eklund, Barb Eklund, Quinten 

Eklund ,  O. Sam Masson, Tessa Overholser, Danny Harris, Emily Carter, Wes Henderson, Jared 
Carter, Diana Nichols, Kathy Burney, Anna Dean.

Pledge of Allegiance

I. Review, discussion and possible approval of  an extension of the development agreement time 
line for the grading and building for ESCO Corporation , and all related matters. (Possible 
Action Item)
1. Danny Harris of ESCO, 501 4 th  Street ,  st ated, “we have signed the contract and obtained the 

land  on  Carlin Trend Drive on January 7 , 2014,  with the stipulation that within 12 months, we 
would have various improvements in place.  He stated due to various difficulties,  we  are behind 
schedule, but  we  have applied for building permits through Summit Engineering and waiting 
for the permitting to start.  He noted they have a dirt work contractor already lined up to do the 
dirt work phase of the project, which would also include the utilities, extension of the sewer to 
the property as promised, as well as bringing the water across the road from the Equestrian 
Park.  He explained they are asking for an extension to cover any eventuality of December 1, 
2015 for completion of the project.  He presented a timeline that shows they would actually be 
done by August 2015, which is a revised timeline for the project.  

2. Mayor Cliff Eklund  explained that Danny Harris is his son-in-law and there is no financial gain 
to himself.

3.   Councilperson Jay Duke confirmed 45 days would work.
4.   Danny Harris replied affirmatively.
5.   City Manager David Jones stated the building department has reviewed the plans and they are in
      the City Engineer’s office now.
6.  Danny Harris explained they are waiting to sign a contract with Remington based on the
      extension of the project.
7.   Mayor Cliff Eklund confirmed, “You want the extension to August”.
8.   Danny Harris stated, “December 31, 2015, and that should cover any eventuality that might
      arise.”
9.   Mayor Cliff Eklund explained this project is a great positive for Carlin in bringing in new
      business and employment.  He stated there have been some “hang-ups with engineering, but
      they have been working diligently on this”.
10. Councilperson Jay Duke stated his agreement, noting there is no reason to deny this.
11. Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner stated she is in favor.
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      12.    Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield agreed.
      13.    Karla Jones inquired if they had talked to the State Fire Marshal and gotten all their plans in due

     to fire hydrants and other issues.
      14.    Danny Harris stated they have the building drawn out.

15.    Karla Jones stated she was just ensuring there are no holdups due to the Fire Marshal’s
         requirements.

       16    Mayor Cliff Eklund stated there have been delays in other businesses by the State Fire
                  Marshal’s office.

       17.  Councilperson Jay Duke moved for approval of an extension of the development agreement
                  time line for the grading and building for ESCO Corporation up to December 31, 2015,
                  and all related matters. Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield seconded the motion.  The
                  motion carried with Mayor Cliff Eklund voting in favor.

II. Review ,   d iscussion  and possible approval  to  appoint Khatlyn Micheli to the Carlin Planning 
Commission, and all related matters. (Possible Action Item)
1. Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield  stated  Khatlyn Micheli was not at the Commission meeting, 

but her letter was read into the record.  He stated if a citizen wants to join Commission, it is a 
“win for us”.

2. Mayor Cliff Eklund stated, “I agree with you”.
3. Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield   moved  for   approval  to  appoint Khatlyn Micheli to the 

Carlin Planning Commission ,   and all related matters .   Councilperson Jay Duke   seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

III. Review  and  discussion and possible  approval of request to allow the employees of the City of 
Carlin to take vacation on the 26 th  of December 2014 and the 2 nd  of January 2015 if the 
employee elects to do so and the department head approves this action or to work the day if 
the employee elects to do so, and all related matters. (Possible Action Item)
1. City Manager David Jones  stated  he  has  been approached by several employees who wanted 

the day off.    He stated if they give everyone the day off, the City will end up paying overtime 
to some employees and this is just an option to alleviate this.

2. Mayor Cliff Eklund related a situation that caused the City to pay every policemen time and a 
half, all public works employees and cost the City.

3.   Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield moved for approval of request to allow the employees of
      the City of Carlin to take vacation on the 26th of December 2014 and the 2nd of January
      2015 if the employee elects to do so and the department head approves this action or to
      work the day if the employee elects to do so, and all related matters.  Councilperson
      Lincoln Litchfield  seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

IV. Review, discussion and possible approval of  the minutes for September 10, 2014 regular 
meeting and all related matters. (Possible Action Item)
1. Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner pointed out an error using Glenn Trust’s name.
2. Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield  moved for  approval of  the minutes for September 10, 

2014 regular meeting  as corrected,   and all related matters.     Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner  
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

V. Review , discussion  and possible approval of payments for the periods  11/12/2014 to 
12/10/2014, and all related matters. (Possible Action Item)
1. Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner  moved for  ap proval of payments for the periods  11/12/2014 

to 12/10/2014 ,  and all related matters.  Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield   seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with Mayor Cliff Eklund voting in favor.

VI. City Council Members’ Reports.
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City Council Members report on issues, concerns and events regarding Public 
Safety, Public Works, Planning Commission, Parks & Recreation, Senior Center, 
Cemetery and other matters of interest
(Non-Action Item)

1. Councilperson Lincoln Litchfield reported the Planning Commission met and will have the 
final chapters of Title III to the Council for a decision by March.

2. Councilperson Jay Duke reported there was no NNRDA meeting.
3. Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner  reported  the turkey shoot went well and they awarded 13 turkeys. 

She noted the Friends  of the Library are having a hay ride on December 12 beginning at 6:30 
p.m.  She stated the  school zone  light on Bush Street is not turned off and she has received 
complaints about it.  

4. Mayor Cliff Eklund stated there is one total row of lights out on the “C”.
5. Councilperson Jay Duke stated he would talk to Jeff Alexander on that.
6. Mayor Cliff  Eklund reported   on a letter he received:   Re:  Transportation for Carlin Veteran 

Residents .  ¶Elko County received a grant for Carlin’s veteran residents to rec e ive 
transportation to Elko, with a priority of making appointment at the Elko VA Clinic, and 
accessing the DAV van that got  to the  VA Medical Center in Salt Lake City.  This simply means 
that all veterans are welcome to use the service, but veterans with appointment at the VA Clini c 
or Salt Lake City VA Medical Center will receive priority over other purposes should the 
vehicles meet capa city.   ¶The Transportation will be scheduled once per week, when the PA or 
Doctor is in the office at the Elko VA Clinic.  It will also be scheduled intermittently when 
Carlin Veteran residents need a connection ride to and from the DAV van in Elko.  Rides may 
not occur if; the weather doesn’t permit, there aren’t any riders scheduled or if RSVP doesn’t 
have a volunteer driver to perform the trip.  ¶A Memorandum of Understanding has been 
established between Elko County and Nevada  Rural RSVP.  RSVP will provide the needed 
transportation and Elko County  will support  the associated costs through the above-mentioned 
grant.  Veterans will receive transportation at no charge. ¶ RSVP also offers transportation for 
seniors 60+ and people with disabilities 18+ depending on availability.  ¶Currently, I am 
working on informational postcards that will be mailed to properties in Carlin registered with 
the Elko County Assessor’s Office as veteran owned.  People are welcome to call me or email 
for more information.  Abigail Wheeler, Elko county Transit coordinator.   Mayor Cliff Eklund 
also read:   Mayor Eklund and Staff and Council:  Thank you for remembering our family at this 
time.  It was so thoughtful of you to send the beautiful arrangement, Grant Gerber Family.    He 
reported:   This is m y last meeting as mayor and thanked the public for allowing him to serve 
them.  It has been a great run for twelve years and you do not know how much I have 
appreciated all of the support I have gotten over the years.  It has been great.  I want to wish the 
future Council the best of luck.  Remember who elected you; the decisions you make are not 
based on your personal feelings, but based on the majority of people of the community.  We 
have accomplished a lot in the past 12 years.  We got the skate park built,  t he equestrian park, 
new clinic, new library, addition to the fire station which is not yet complete, put in a new 
cover at the water tank, water and sewer into the industrial park, new businesses in the 
industrial park, almost full up there.  Even though the housing development has not  been 
 complete d ; it is well on its way.  We just had a meeting on Carlin Crossing.  I want to tell you 
we accomplished all of these things by working together.  N o  one person can do it; it takes 
everyone working together; it takes the Council working together, the staff and nothing can be 
completed if you do not have the support of the community.  I had a great staff to work with 
and great people to work with on this Council.  LaDawn, every time I went into her office, I got 
chewed.  She still tells the story about the Skate Park and doing the raffle  for the Super Bowl as 
a fundraiser and the lights were flashing and the Highway Patrol thought I was going too fast. 
When we got done, he didn’t give me a ticket, but he bought a ticket for the Super Bowl.  It has 
been a pleasure working with everyone, Bauer, and most of all I want to thank my wife and my 
family.  They have made many sacrifices over the years, cut vacations short,  worked  event s . 
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Every one of my family has been involved in some way or another.
7. City Clerk LaDawn Lawson stated, “I appreciate you too”.
8. Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner stated  she  appreciates his family too, because “without their 

patience on the many times I called and complained about one thing or another, I have 
appreciated Barb putting up with us, because I know the last 12 years has been hard on you and 
your family, but we appreciate having him for those years because he brought us a great deal of 
things to the city; he has taught us a great deal.  He has made us all mad at one time or another, 
but we usually got over it easily and he has always been there for us no matter what.  We 
appreciate what the family has done for us and we appreciate w hat you have done for us. Cliff,    
y ou have done a great deal for this city and the Cliff Eklund name is going to be going on in 
Carlin for many years.  

9. City Manager David Jones stated there will be an opening on the Debt Commission.
10. Mayor Cliff Eklund stated  they had been contacted by Senator Heller concerning the  Carlin 

Alliance bill  it  went through the Congress and is at the Senate.  He stated they attached it to the 
defense  appropriations  bill for extending the amount of troops in the Middle East.  He stated 
there are parts of the bill he disagrees with, especially making 1.42 million acres of Nevada a 
wilderness study area, which at the Secretary of Interior’s discretion can be moved into a 
wilderness area.  He stated Carlin will get about 1 , 000 acres for development, Elko, the In di an 
Reservation and Yerington will all get land.  

11. Wes Henderson acknowledged they would be voting this week on the bill.

VII.      City Clerk’s Report. (Non – Action Item)
1. City Clerk LaDawn Lawson  stated her appreciation to Mayor Cliff Eklund and noted they have 

accomplished a lot.  She wished him luck in his new position on the Elko County Commission.  
2. She pointed out Bob Heguy, Kafoury Armstrong, will be in Carlin on the 16 th  to work on the 

audit and they are hoping it will be quick and easy.  

VIII.    City Manager’s Report (Non-Action Item)
1. City Manager David Jones stated there had been a 60-day extension on the audit.
2,    Mayor Cliff Eklund stated that Kafoury Armstrong are going to change names soon.

     XI.  Comments by the General Public: Pursuant to NRS 241.020(2C) this time is devoted to
comments by the general public and discussion to those comments. No action may be taken
upon a matter raised under this item until the matter has been included on a successive
agenda and identified as an action item. (Non-Action Item).

1. Wes Henderson, Nevada League of Cities stated Emily Carter is the president this year.
2. Emily Carter,  M ayor of West Wendover, and President of the League of Cities for 2014  stated  

it  has been quite an experience and noted that “no matter the size of the city, no matter what 
problems there are. In the end we all have a shared camaraderie wh en we  come together under 
the League to stay up to date on legislation, brings members together to share ideas and develop 
friendships”.  She stated this is her official last traveling meeting and encouraged everyone to 
be as involved as possible in the League and attend the conference in West Wendover in 2015.  

3. Wes Henderson  stated  his appreciation for their membership and “we need you to participate”. 
He stated they are about to enter into an agreement with the US communities program, a 
nationwide purchasing program for governments and it may save money on supplies and 
services, as well as make money for the League. He stated, “There is no group of people he 
respects more than the people who are willing to stand up and put your name on the ballot, run, 
get elected and serve your fellow citizens.  I think that needs to be recognized, so Mayor 
Eklund on behalf of your colleagues at the League of Cities, we have a small token of our 
appreciation for your public service over the past 12 years”.

4. Mayor Cliff Eklund stated he is a big supporter of the League of Cities because it is a 
worthwhile organization contributing to the betterment of the cities.  “One way it does that is 
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by training.  We have members on this Council that have been members for several years and 
never went to training in the League of Cities and I think it shows in some instances.  I think 
one of the biggest benefits  that the League puts on training for Council members is the Attorney 
General’s training for open meeting laws, ethics committee.  This, to me, should be a 
requirement for any City Council person to go through this. It is not the same doing it online. 
Those two training things are important to us.  It shows us that we have a lot of problems 
specific to the city that we are in and City Manager David Jones and I went to Las Vegas 
several times and we found out that we have the same problems as every other city, trash , clean 
up yards.  It is good that we can get together and discuss those issues and what worked for other 
communities and what has not and how we can apply it to our community”.  

5. Vice Mayor Donnetta Skinner stated she would like to see all of the Council members go to the 
League of Cities.  She stated they always come back with ideas or thoughts that  someone else 
did.  She stated, “Y ou g et ideas  there because everyone gets together and listens to each other’s 
complaints and successes.  I am going to request that all of the Council attend”.  She noted they 
are also fun and “benefits us a great deal”.  She thanked Wes Henderson and Emily Carter for 
encouraging the members to attend.  

6. Wes Henderson stated they have educational sessions and guest speakers , but just as important 
are the social events, which allow people to discuss issues and not to have to reinvent the wheel 
to solve the same problems.  

X. Adjournment. (Action Item)
The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

APPROVED:

CLIFF EKLUND, MAYOR

ATTEST:

_____________________________
CITY CLERK LADAWN LAWSON


